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Since 1994, the Federal Government has in-
vested almost $400 million in public charter
schools. Last August, I announced the re-
lease of almost $100 million in Department
of Education grants to develop, open, or ex-
pand charter schools across the country. And
my proposed budget for fiscal year 2001 in-
cludes $175 million for the Department of
Education’s Public Charter Schools Program.
These grants and funds will help cover the
costs of opening new schools and help exist-
ing charter schools hire more well-trained
teachers, buy more books, computers, and
educational software, and ensure that class-
rooms are safe and accessible for all students.
Finally, these funds will aid charter schools
as they develop accountability systems to
measure whether they are meeting or ex-
ceeding State standards.

During National Charter Schools Week, I
commend the many dedicated parents, edu-
cators, students, and other concerned citi-
zens who, working together, have started
charter schools in their communities to meet
the growing demand for excellence, cre-
ativity, and choice in education. Because of
their vision and leadership, charter schools
across our Nation are helping to raise stand-
ards, expectations, and accountability in all
of America’s public schools. By investing in
charter schools, we are investing in our Na-
tion’s future.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1 through
May 5, 2000, as National Charter Schools
Week. I encourage the American people to
mark this observance with appropriate pro-
grams and activities that raise awareness of
the many contributions that public charter
schools make to the education of our children
and the success of our Nation.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Proclamation 7298—Law Day,
U.S.A., 2000
April 28, 2000

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
The freedom of America’s citizens is sus-

tained by American law. In crafting the Con-
stitution and the Bill of Rights, our Nation’s
founders wisely understood that liberty and
law are equally important to ensuring human
rights and preserving human dignity. Law
without freedom becomes tyranny; freedom
without law becomes chaos.

The theme of this year’s Law Day observ-
ance, ‘‘Speak up for Democracy and Diver-
sity,’’ reminds us of the vital role that the
law and America’s legal community have
played in protecting our freedoms and ex-
tending them to an ever-widening circle of
Americans. Many signal victories for civil
rights have been won in the courts by men
and women of conscience whose commit-
ment to the Constitution and the rule of law
compelled them to speak out against bigotry
and discrimination. Many Americans have
found champions among the legal profession
to defend their rights and to uphold our Na-
tion’s promise of equality and justice for all.
From the War for Independence to the War
Between the States, from emancipation in
the 19th century to women’s suffrage and the
civil rights movement in the 20th century,
courageous Americans have risen to the chal-
lenge of improving upon our laws and ex-
tending their protections to all of our citi-
zens.

Today, thanks in large measure to the ef-
forts of our Nation’s legal community, people
of all backgrounds, races, and religions are
working, living, and learning side by side.
The doors of opportunity are open wider
than ever. But despite the advances we have
made, we still see in our society stubborn
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obstacles to true freedom and justice—obsta-
cles such as poverty, unemployment, and lin-
gering discrimination. That is why I have
called America’s legal community to action
once again to lead the fight for equal justice
under law. Whether promoting racial diver-
sity in our judicial system and the legal pro-
fession, using their knowledge of the law to
help underserved communities increase
homeownership and entrepreneurship, or
providing skilled representation to low-
income Americans to ensure the protection
of their rights, our Nation’s lawyers can make
important and lasting differences in pre-
serving justice and promoting freedom and
equality.

I encourage all Americans to observe Law
Day by reflecting on the impact that our Na-
tion’s laws have had upon the quality of our
lives and the strength of our democracy.
From the promise of a more perfect union
prescribed in the Preamble to the Constitu-
tion to the daily rulings of our modern-day
justice system, our Nation’s system of laws
has made real our founders’ vision and sus-
tained their fundamental values. As we con-
tinue to work for a more just society for all,
let us celebrate our legal heritage and
reaffirm our reverence for the rule of law,
which has safeguarded our liberty and pre-
served our democracy for more than 200
years.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with Public Law 87–20 of April
7, 1961, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2000,
as Law Day, U.S.A. I urge the people of the
United States to consider anew how our laws
protect our freedoms and contribute to our
national well-being. I call upon members of
the legal profession, civic associations, edu-
cators, librarians, public officials, and the
media to promote the observance of this day
with appropriate programs and activities. I
also call upon public officials to display the
flag of the United States on all government
buildings throughout the day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-eighth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-fourth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 2, 2000]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on May 3. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate
issue.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Imports of Crude Oil
April 28, 2000

Dear Mr. Speaker: (Dear Mr. President:)
Pursuant to section 232(c) of the Trade

Expansion Act of 1962, as amended (19
U.S.C. 1862(c)), I am notifying you that I
concur with the findings of the Secretary of
Commerce in his report, ‘‘The Effect on the
National Security of Imports of Crude Oil
and Refined Petroleum Products,’’ which de-
termined that imports of crude oil threaten
to impair the national security.

Further, I have accepted his recommenda-
tion that trade remedies not be imposed but
that existing policies to enhance conservation
and limit the dependence on foreign oil be
continued. I am taking this action because
we have already proposed additional tax
credits to promote renewable and efficient
sources of energy, new tax incentives to sup-
port the domestic petroleum industry, and
further investments in energy-saving tech-
nologies and alternative energy sources, as
the report suggested.

Sincerely,

William J. Clinton

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Albert Gore, Jr., President of the Senate. This
item was not received in time for publication in
the appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
April 29, 2000

Good morning. Next week, when the full
Congress returns from Easter recess, they’ll
have less than 75 working days left to make
this year a year of real progress for the Amer-
ican people. There is no more important crit-
ical piece of unfinished business than our
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